
 (Bird with Legend purchased in store in Haute-Savoie La Chapelle, D’Abondance, France)                       

The legend of the dove of the Alpe  (small English translation from French…above) 

Witness of a bygone past, the dove was formerly carved by shepherds in alpine (Alps) 
pastures. From the first beautiful days of spring, the animals and their owners came 
together. They all spent the summer in their alpine chalets, so as soon as they arrived, they 
took care to place the crucifix on the front door and the dove in the middle of the day room. 
Old Chablaisian (region of France ) tradition, these wooden birds with wings festooned and 
unfolded in fan is obtained by fitting two pieces of spruce, one for the body and the tail and 
the other for the wings. Symbol of purity, the young people carved, a dove to offer it to 
their bride on the day of the engagement. The bird is entirely cut with the Opinel cup. It 
takes several hours of work. Bird Aphrodite or Judeo-Christian symbol of purity, 
simplicity, the dove evokes the soul, vital principle of love, sweetness and peace. Placed in 
the center of a dwelling, the dove restores vibratory harmony. She will have a place of 
choice above the cradle of the newborn. She will be for him peace and harmony. To love 
the dove of the alp, it will reward you a hundredfold. We find the alpine dove in some 
Central European countries where the Savoyard (region of France ) peddlers would have 
passed on their know-how. Insofar as the soul approaches the light, it becomes beautiful 
and takes in the light the shape of a dove.
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Artist: Jean-Pierre David of Haute-Savoie Châtel, D’Abondance, France 
  
Design: This bird is created from two-pieces-of-wood. The body and tail are 
one-piece …the wings are another piece that is seated into the bird’s body. 

There is a single interlock with a v-cut between the interlock and the tip of the 
feather. Also, there are three more v-cuts between the interlock and the hinge, 
that creates this intricate design. By adding these v-cuts and having very thin 
feathers, it is quite an elaborate bird. The feathers are rived/split/cleaved 
extremely thin with an Opinel knife.  

Timber: Spruce
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JojnKYrHDkk


                  

Artist: Joseph Crépy of Haute-Savoie La Chappelle, D’Abondance, France 

Design: This fan bird is constructed with two-pieces-of-wood. The bird’s 
body and tail is one-piece: the wings are also one-piece which are seated into 
the bird’s body. There are 6 v-cuts along each side of the feathers to create a 
wonderful detailed pattern throughout the wings and tail.  

Joseph uses only the Opinel knife to create his birds.  

Timber: Pine
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Artist: Théo David of Haute-Savoie Châtel, D’Abondance, France 

Design: This bird is constructed from two-pieces-of-wood. The body and tail 
are one-piece and the wings are another piece seated into the body. There is 
one interlock with a v-cut on both sides between the interlock and the tip of 
the feathers …plus three more v-cuts on each side in the middle of the 
feathers.   

Notice that the top feather of the wings and the tail is the center/anchor with 
the remaining feathers interlocking to the right and left of it. This style 
creates a more rounded curvature pattern to the wings and tail. Also, look 
closely to see that the tail is a double fan.  

This sweet little bird design gives the effect that the bird has its wings set as 
if to land. It also creates more movement as the breeze catches it when 
suspended from the ceiling.  

Timber: Pine
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